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An elderly woman worker wearing a face mask and gloves to protect herself against the coronavirus, joins the queue to receive her
social grant outside a pay point in Thokoza, east of Johannesburg. Picture: AP Photo/Themba Hadebe

African countries ‘unprepared to
respond’ to coronavirus outbreak
By Mphathi Nxumalo  Mar 31, 2020

Durban - AN infectious disease specialist says that although the world is much more
prepared to deal with a pandemic than in previous years, African countries are still unable
able to respond adequately to a respiratory virus like Covid-19.
Dr Richard Lessells, an infectious disease specialist at the University of KwaZulu-Natal,
said the coronavirus had been compared to four influenza epidemics in history that killed
many people. Lessells said the “Spanish flu” of 1918-1920 had killed the most, with about
50million people around the world dying from about 500million infections.

He also pointed to the Asian flu of 1956-1958 that killed between 1 and 2million people. 

Ten years later the Hong Kong flu of 1968-1969 killed about 1million people, while the
swine flu of 2009 killed up to 575000 people.

“The pandemic of Covid-19 is the third epidemic caused by a coronavirus. The first was the
severe acute respiratory syndrome (Sars) epidemic in 2002-2003, which began in
southern China, affected 8098 people in 17 countries and caused 774 deaths (case fatality
rate 10%). The Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (Mers) epidemic began in Saudi Arabia
in 2012 and so far has affected 2519 people in 27 countries and caused 866 deaths (case
fatality rate 34%),” Lessells said.

Search IOL

FOLLOW IOL

Advertisment

 ON IOLTRENDINGTRENDING

#CORONAVIRUS

#ESSENTIALSERVICES

#AVBOB

Advertisment

Shop @ Loot Drive360 Property360 Talent360 Voices360 The Young Independents

NEWS TECH BUSINESS REPORT ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE SPORT MOTORING TRAVEL PERSONAL FINANCE

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsubvzsFdzVcygWnb70wI90XOriugPeAQLb6U_BeMRvQl1g93P9pmEnXPcNzSUNexJxNlHYamATt7AGoXyNl7KncPxY0_WzsmvOK9xmPSuQJKwZgoraW4n1XpDu1zfJjCIca1FFsHPFNbjDb4rKKZK8pp2TnA6b2ApWFNLexzkDLNsmv-ENBnOfvHM0ACaJ1dFKoBfS6IamYrrQQBRnZQVS3Jbd67eIpiIntRzpcXAb55nfpSgj9fo1fGObMWCLM07IY510x9PvRyz-bbVoY0U9P2L6_fZGqAhPUWSqWzV42B9QUI4U0Vbpl63Ik6Fvaw6iX7Vp9r42RS9kYz-J5PC5T2oG6h9u8c0HM1ahtvhH0yc8vzRMQ0AfCw0mWjiks&sai=AMfl-YTGO6YdAm1uHjGL7RaFMVW3NUptr19u4kPTWdD8yV0aJKG02YL9XCyLGYSFCtMqFL2MAeSiODz-q2p9JqdOz28hIR3MqSsh6dp4puec7ABh2aRx7gFewpkG3YGX2OI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFo4AMtoW5XM&adurl=https://volt.africa/contact-us/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/kwazulu-natal
https://www.facebook.com/DailyNewsSA/
https://www.twitter.com/DailyNewsSA
https://www.instagram.com/dailynews_sa/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssty3CZ8ipjHMAAaOBK4sBS5wsXpwcXvXK0KR9pla2eannbIcUgJ1mpCjkP41qU0nOadjs4VUda92nMWA1_GbU0zaSdvhRuw7id_m96DnuWfE9sp09rhfYS2YKbC0Gt0C_M011mNNMVWE1P4pEr8EJueH_r3s4D4Tvdculo6dgs2ZDXOxZA97mxeEAq-_jEnRkw3slv0KHyd-1i3InIqgu13Gh0ZhBowjzROh3-Z2L09CnQRFsDS3hHJRUVi28EcoAI30x9kwqt4KL22UVXGGFvsvM8XTwqtXVykjMlZtQfWGt2PsNHhxaTT4qHTJQQkQLACVPl0YHxuYENazDguTV7N6lEpVpE7h5oZv0pm6ubXXreK8MtzGmd__bITtBR&sai=AMfl-YSwUDTtVxh77fi6RYY_tM1pO1kel2wgB7R_b1fiyVKPAmsXxFD6g-ibwiKmUl--AJCpRH5GDYz7-8a8wk5qP045TqjC5Lc4Be9bSKulAYpOkh0P9oeQUuTM8v4HpnY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHJveJuRuBOj&adurl=https://volt.africa/contact-us/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.iol.co.za/trends/coronavirus
https://www.iol.co.za/trends/essentialservices
https://www.iol.co.za/trends/avbob
https://www.loot.co.za/welcome?utm_source=iollink&utm_medium=textlink&utm_campaign=iolnavbarshopatlootlink
https://www.drive360.co.za/
https://www.property360.co.za/
https://www.talent360.co.za/
https://www.voices360.com/
https://www.tyi.co.za/
https://www.iol.co.za/
https://www.iol.co.za/news
https://www.iol.co.za/technology
https://www.iol.co.za/business-report
https://www.iol.co.za/entertainment
https://www.iol.co.za/lifestyle
https://www.iol.co.za/sport
https://www.iol.co.za/motoring
https://www.iol.co.za/travel
https://www.iol.co.za/personal-finance


2020/04/27, 12:51African countries ‘unprepared to respond’ to coronavirus outbreak

Page 2 of 5https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/kwazulu-natal/african-countries-unprepared-to-respond-to-coronavirus-outbreak-45818260

He said although the coronavirus was less deadly than Sars or Mers, it was able to spread
easier and this was why it was prevalent in so many countries. Lessells pointed to
developments since the previous pandemics hit.

“We are much better prepared now for a respiratory virus pandemic than we have ever
been. We have learnt from other epidemics what the most important measures are in the
public health response - that is why the World Health Organisation keeps stressing the
need for a comprehensive response that involves identifying cases, isolating them,
quarantining and following up their close contacts, and taking measures to keep people
apart and break transmission chains in the community (social distancing).

“This approach is all based on evidence of what works from previous respiratory virus
epidemics. Also, our scientific capacity is much stronger - this has been highlighted by the
fact that within a few days of the first reported Covid-19 case, we knew the full genetic
sequence of the virus responsible and research groups around the world could get to
work on developing vaccines. Although people think 18 months to develop a vaccine is a
long time, this will be much shorter than the usual time scale of five to 15 years,” he said.

Lessels said there were multiple clinical trials investigating treatments, and one had been
completed a few weeks ago.

“Having said that, globally we are well prepared to deal with a pandemic. African
countries are among the least prepared to deal with a respiratory virus pandemic. Even
South Africa, the most prepared country on the continent, has significant gaps in its
ability to respond to a pandemic,” Lessells said.

Daily News

* For the latest on the Covid-19 outbreak, visit IOL's #Coronavirus trend page.

** If you think you have been exposed to the Covid-19 virus, please call the 24-hour
hotline on 0800 029 999 or visit sacoronavirus.co.za
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