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A UKZN seminar series has been moved online in the face of the COVID-19
epidemic.
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IT was a logical step for UKZN Pro Vice-Chancellor for Big Data and Informatics,
Professor Francesco Petruccione, to turn to the online world to continue with
his monthly data@breakfast seminar series in a time of national Covid-19
lockdown.
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With the use of the online “Zoom” webinar tool, some 130 participants – each
sitting in the comfort of their own home during South Africa’s national lockdown
– tuned in ato listen to a talk presented by UKZN Covid-19 war room member,
Dr Richard Lessells.
Lessells’s talk tackled the issue of responding to the Covid-19 epidemic, and
provided both a local and global perspective.
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Lessells, an infectious disease specialist based at UKZN’s Research Innovation
and Sequencing Platform (KRISP), is currently deployed to the UKZN Covid-19
war room and is supporting the local response to the epidemic.
“Covid-19 is a remarkable epidemic that is going to change us fundamentally in
many ways, including how we work as academics. News ﬁrst came out of a
cluster of people with undiagnosed pneumonia in Wuhan, China, on ProMED on
30 December 2019. In just three months we have reached the half a million
mark of diagnosed infections worldwide, and the epicentre has shifted from
China to Europe to the USA. Such a pandemic was something we as
epidemiologists were aware could happen at some stage. As countries we were
prepared but at different levels. Countries expected to have coped have
struggled,” said Lessells.

(https://bereamail.co.za/video_of_the_day/halfway%
to-the-weekend/)
When your weekend mood kicks in.

ALSO READ: App launched to aid in ﬁght against Covid-19
(https://bereamail.co.za/212365/app-launched-to-aid-in-ﬁght-againstcovid-19/)
Lessells’s presentation provided a clear and cogent overview of the spread of
Covid-19 around the world, the trajectory that the disease has followed in
different countries, and the positive impact early testing and quarantine has
had on the steepness of the infection curve.
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UKZN’s Covid-19 war room efforts have been supported by a big data
consortium led by Petruccione, which provides daily statistical updates to track
the behaviour of the epidemic in South Africa.
“I am very happy that we have managed to continue with the tradition of
data@breakfast in these challenging times. It is ironic that we just needed a tiny
little virus to accelerate our use of the tools of the Fourth Industrial Revolution!”
said Petruccione.
For a video recording of Dr Lessells’s talk, visit: https://bit.ly/2UKWmfT
(https://bit.ly/2UKWmfT)
(https://bereamail.co.za/education(https://bereamail.co.za/here-for-youtomorrow-2020/)
during-lockdown/)

*Notice: Coronavirus reporting at Caxton Local Media aims to combat fake
news
Dear reader,
As your local news provider, we have the duty of keeping you factually informed
on Covid-19 developments. As you may have noticed, mis- and disinformation
(also known as “fake news”) is circulating online. Caxton Local Media is
determined to ﬁlter through the masses of information doing the rounds and to
separate truth from untruth in order to keep you adequately informed. Local
newsrooms follow a strict pre-publication fact-checking protocol. A national task
team has been established to assist in bringing you credible news reports on
Covid-19.
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Readers with any comments or queries may contact National Group Editor Irma
Green (irma@caxton.co.za) or Legal Adviser Helene Eloff (helene@caxton.co.za
(mailto:helene@caxton.co.za)).

Do you want to receive news alerts via Telegram? Send us a message (not an
sms) with your name and surname to 060 532 5535.
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You can also join the conversation on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/bereamail/), Twitter
(https://twitter.com/bereamail) and Instagram
(https://www.instagram.com/bereamail/?hl=en).
PLEASE NOTE: If you have signed up for our news alerts you need to save the
Berea Mail Telegram number as a contact to your phone, otherwise you will not
receive our alerts
Here’s where you can download Telegram on Android
(https://bit.ly/KEIqP0) or Apple (https://apple.co/2X1cjhe).
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